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Non-Euclidean Study of Literature
Judit Pieldner

Biro6, Béla. Eszmélet és korkorosség. [Consciousness and Circularity. ]
Miercurea Ciuc: Pallas-Akadémia, 2008. 359. pp.

University professor Béla Bird’'s latest volume represents a noielthie
field of literary analysis. It starts from the approach of Attilas@fz poem entitled
Eszmélet (Consciousness), and grows into a scientific treatise which far exceeds the
dimension of literary criticism.

We can have no doubts about the philogmgdhdepth of this lyrical
masterpiece, about its central position in Attila J6zsef's oeuvreénaHdingarian
culture. Several interpretations of the peesven contradictory oneshave come
to light, which testiy not only the inexhaustible richness of the literary work, but
also the fact that this text has often been misunderstood, misinterpegtad,
monopolized by various interpreting communities.

Béla Bird’s approach is unconventional, because it explores the plwhlity
meanings of the text, sumnmags the apparently incompatible contradictions
accumulated in the existing interpretations, and distinguishes the examimad poe
as being the starting point of an interdisciplinary discourse, sungabs limits of
literary theory. Considering Attila Jsef's philosophy of art, as well as the spatial
temporal structure of the poem, it turns out that the problems formulated in the
language of poetry are not only individual, not only basically human, but more than
that, they are of universal significance.

The author of the volume points out that a thorough understanding of the
poem can be carried out by interpreting it in relation to the hypothesis of the
circularity of universe. The artistic text generates revelations which canuppen
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new perspectives algor scientific cognition. This calls forth the distinctiveness of
the argumentation of the present volume: by confronting literary, philosophital a
scientific concepts and arguments, it elaborates a mixed, but stili kigherent
scientific languagesupporting the idea that following the logic of common sense
as well as the principle of scientific unambiguousness, even the seemingly
complicated matters become accessible. Mathematical calculations, physical
formulae as well as cosmological argumentai@qually find their place in the
text. The idea of the circularity of universe, the system of arguments mgstuti

the terminology of various disciplines provide a unique spiritual ergoyralso for
readers not primarily interested in literary crsici.

Taking into account the principle of circularity, it is not only the paradoxes of
Consciousness that are put in different new light, but the arbitrariness of
interpretatior—so fashionable nowadayds also unveiled. The series of studies,
fusing into amajor argumentation, brings the-called postmodern theories,
stemming from unfounded, irrational or erroneous ideas, back to theditrofs
common sense, by arguing that “life cannot be irrational, thahés,Universe
would come to nothing becauskaosingle really insoluble contradiction”.

To sum up, the volume in question is notable, on the one hand, for the
elaborated interdisciplinary discourse, on the other hand, for the qualityugjtits
that pave the way for new paradigms both in the stidiyerature and in scientific
thinking.

From Film to Literature—from Literature to Film
Enik6 Biro

Judit Pieldner: Beszédterek, képterek. Tanulmdnyok, kritikdk. [Word
Spaces, Image Spaces. Studies, Critiques.] Cluj Napoca: Komp Press
Publishing House, 2007. 241. pp.

The writings included in this volume are grouped into two sastand over
two domains accordingly: the first, longer unit includes studies which sdiscu
various aspects of the relationship between words and images, film andirgera
the second unit comprises literary critiques.
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(Image Spaces) As the essays of the firstiti prove it, the study of the
relationship between film and literature requires an interdisciplinapyoaph,
which makes use of the observations of both literary and film theory. The
introductory chapter is a survey of the terminological and methadalog
questions related to adaptation. It provides the theoretical badisefdollowing
essays, case studies in fact, which examine the narrative and rhetorical gpscificit
of some adaptations in particular. Thecatled reflexive adaptations are inet
focus of attention, these initiate fruitful dialogues with the literayrees and
elaborate various seféflexive strategies. From the field of English literature, three
novels from three distinct periods are examined in parallel with their fitaowe a
premodern, a modern and a postmodern text respectively, namely, Henry Fielding’
Tom Jones, Virginia Woolf’s Orlando and John FowlesThe French Lieutenant’s
Woman. The comparative analyses highlight the metafictional character afxise t
themselvs, as well as the corresponding film devices by which the aiitps try
to respond to the challenge set up by literature. Further analyses focnslan s
questions, applied to Hungarian adaptations. The comparative method in the
present volume extends beyond literature and film, to the relationship betimeen fi
and other arts, between documentary and fiction, between narration and reflexion,
applied to Gabor BAdy’s experimentalism in Hungarian film, to Iranian filngs a
to Peter Greenaway’'s Né&aroquefilm style respectively. The analyses rely on
contemporary results in the fields of narratology and film studies, and péoititeou
crossinfluence and interdependence of the spheres of the verbal and the visual.

(Word Spaces) The literary critiques colléed in the second part of the
volume provide an insight into the realm of literary publications froem3ylvania
and Hungary after 1990. These critiques follow current literary evdmts,
evaluating and interpreting contemporary young poets, prose wr#ssayists,
literary historians (among them Szilard Borbély, Laszl6 Lovétei LazarraLau
lancu, Edit Boda, Anna Szabo T., Csaba Székely, Vince Fekete, Zsuzsa Selyem,
Imre Jozsef Balazs, Julia Vallasek). The critiques reflect on pheroroén
contemporary ilerature and elaborate various strategies of reading and
interpretation.

The two sections of the volume discuss topics that apparently have little in
common. However, in my opinion it is the challenge of interpretation that fivek
two chapters, whether applied to films or to books. | recommend this volume to all
those who are eager to know how to “read” films and who wish to be introduced to
a segment of contemporary Hungarian (study of) literature.
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Literary Canon, Intertextuality, Cult
Judit Pieldmer

Tapodi, Zsuzsa: A soha el nem veszé konyv nyomdban. [On the Track of
the Book which Never Gets Lost.] Miercurea Ciuc: Pallas-Akadémia,
2008. 307. pp.

The studies included in senior lecturer and literary historiansastiapodi’s
latest volume are cmected with three distinct, but also interrelated research
domains, specified by the three terms highlighted above.

The studies of the first chapter examine the complex phenomenon of literary
canons, providing an insight into the methodology of theirarete By resorting to
the observations of contemporary trends of literary theory, the author seeks
answers to the questions how the system of canonical literary texts erdpgs
prevailing standards and values, is formed, in what ways the varioubé¢exisie
classical, which literary canons coexist within the same period, how thegechran
different ages of literary history under the influence of various idesdogihich
texts are highly appreciated in a particular historical periodas®lall theirvalue
in another one, what are the factors under the influence of which literarg wetrk
from the center to the periphery, and vice versa. These are questions thabeannot
ignored by any professional engaged in the study of literature. The edatation
process, the syllabus well reflect the current state of literary canomgnkral,
readers are profoundly influenced by these ever changing processes, which
determine their reading and value preferences. The studies draw attentien to t
fact that the xamined questions are becoming of special interest nowadays, in the
age of multuculturalism and plurality of values.

The writings included into the second part, which can be read both as lecture
notes and as a series of captivating essays, treat theetivandhotifs of world
literature in close connection with the problem of literary canon(s). The
presentation of the classics of world literature does not follow anological
order, but rather the logic of recurrence of different themes and motifs, the
intertextual relations, in this way ancient and postmodern texts and aathors
juxtaposed. The thorough examination of the Tristram legend, the story of Jonah,
the utopia, the labyrinth, the various patterns of novels provide an opportunity for
the authoto compare the literary works belonging to different ages and to different
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nations, to follow the fate and the route of the wandering motifssadime and
space. In this approach, world literature is not just a heap of booksiggttest

on the shelvg but rather a living material; the precondition of becoming a classic,
of forming part of the literary canon is the survival into the texts of latéog=; at

the level of themes and motifs, overt quotations or covert allusions.

The relationship betvan cult and literature/literary policy is analyzed in three
studies comprised in the final chapter. As it is well illustrated by thetAdy or
by the homage paid to the mythical figure of Sandor Ko6rdési Csoma in
Transylvanian literature, the questionfscult and canon are interwoven with the
Transylvanist literary tradition. “Canon and cult are related terms in mespgcts.
Both play a crucial role in forming and preserving the identity of a community
Both carry out the act of preservation by covering up the literamksy they
construct the past, regarded as a pattern, from the perspective of the, pvitkent
the purpose of legitimatior~Zsuzsa Tapodi writes.

The recurring question of literary canons makes the approach of the present
volume consistent and shapes the interpretive method of the particular texts. T
expression of the “book which never gets lost” alludes not only to intertextaality
the basic form of existence of literature, but also to the transmiesieaues, to
the survival ofcultural tradition. At the same time, it expresses the author’s belief
in the sustainability and communicability of culture.

The studies of the present volume give proof of this conviction.

Horvath Istvan and Tédor Erika Maria (eds.). An evaluation of the
policy of producing bilingualism. Studies elaborated on the basis of
presentations during the conference held in Miercurea-Ciuc between 12-
13 June 2008. Cluj-Napoca: The Romanian Institute for Research on
National Minority, 2008. 309 pp.

Enikd6 Pal

"There is an old truth that those who know more than one language, know
better their own mother tongue,” said Zoltan Kodaly. In my opinion that could be
the leading idea of this volume of studies, since bilingualism representsih
concern.

The volume cosists of 25 studies divided into 4 chapters, all of which deal
with different aspects of bilingualism and its effects on people livimggions that
are heterogeneous in many respects: language use, culture, ethtiiy idien
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political status. The authors of the studies, belonging to different natiesiand

having different mother tongues (Romanian, Hungarian, and English), are experts
of this topic, academics, specialists, teachers and f®b@ents fact that gives

credit to the analyses presented. Thus, the volume offers various perspectives and
explanations of the same phenomena. Moreover, there is a selected bibliography at
the end of each study to provide the readers interested in that speg#ict b
possibility of further investigation.

The intended audience, as the editors themselves affirm, is made up of
researchers, specialists, teachers preoccupied with the problem of imgltutio
bi(multi)lingualism. In this respect, the volume is appropriate to tiseage, for it
offers a realistic view of the status of the majority’s (state’s) language in the
context of the minority, including, at the same time, several practitssi
regarding the teaching of the majority’s language that | consider really irsefyl
work as a teacher. In adidin, the volume may be interesting for the general public
as well, those readers who are not initiated in this topic or have no scientific
background but live in specific bilingual contexable to appreciate cultural
diversity and to exert tolerance.

The studies are mainly analytical, their development being orderly and
logical. They focus on bi(multi)lingualism and on the correlation of the nibajo
language to that of the minority’s in different regions, such as the status of
Hungarian in Slovakia, dRomani and Hungarian in Romania, the latter one being
the main preoccupation. The theoretical background for these discussionsis give
by contrastive linguistics (theories of transfer and interferenceiplismuiistics
(bilingualism and linguistic sodiaation), psycholinguistics (cognitive models of
language acquisition, motivation) and pedagogy (methods and strategies of foreign
language teaching). Many of the studies are empirical, based on research
(questionnaire) or personal experience, the ohldamesults, achievements being
presented here, as well as the linguistic corpus itself (language examipégsesc
answers of people questioned or from the forum), also includirrgaddtnumeric
data, all of which have documentary value.

Although the mpority of the studies focus on language itself as a means of
communication and a reflection of ethnic and cultural identity, there ame al
political aspects involved, such as the rights of minorities in Romargarieral,
and those of the Hungarians imafisylvania in particular, as well as possibilities of
improving of the legislative frame. The volume also offers an insigbtilingual
education in different countries, such as in the USA, Canada (the st&wenoh),
Catalonia, as well as into the status of "small languages” in the EU, not omhafro
scientific point of view but also, in one of the studies, from anssider’s
perspective-as a teacher and parent who does not feel the historiagthtvedithe
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languages discussedhus initiating new grounds of debate for the definition of
the term bilingualism itself. The culture of interethnic dialogue in ggnand the
case of the Szekelya particular, is also discussed in one of the studies dealing
with the relation between ethnic/political dedical (linguistic) identity.

One of the purposes of these scientific discussions, as the editors affirm, has
been to initiate a search for a common semantic repertoire. Thespsefar the
studies dealing with the acquisition of Romanian in schablsre the language of
teaching is that of the minority (Hungarian) are provided by the weak pearfioen
of pupils studying in these schools in the subject of Romanian language and
literature. As welbased empirical analysis and scientific arguments assimg
from political and public discussions related to this phenomenon, the volume
proposed to fill this gap. Although aspects of dmd multilingualism are widely
discussed in contemporary literature, the issue of institutional bilingualighe
context of school structures of the Romanian educational system represents a
matter of the hour a theme less dealt with on the level of scientific discourses. And
this represents precisely the volume’s novelty and originality. The studies fo
diagnostic and prognostic purposes as well, trying to gather the resakisting
research in order to find the domains that show a deficit. $jpects of the policy
of producing bilingualism discussed in this volume have a tendency to lead us to
reform the process of language acquisition. At the same time, readers would
acknowledge the necessity of reconsidering the methods and strategies as well as
the curriculum itself of Romanian. In this respect the questioetbased statistics
referring to the linguistic and omdinguistic consequences of preselaty
Romanian language acquisition policy may be convincing, such as interethnic
tension and attitudes of repulsion or hostility.

Another purpose of the volume has been to establish a proper terminology.
Thus the new ten proposed in this volume, which introduces a new concept of the
state’s language as well, is that of Romanian esmawative language. This might
create a conflict in this specific sogiolitical context (Hungarian minority in
Romania) or confusion andticence as it might be considered as an offense to the
state’s language and to its status. However, | think that the terfmsteelutral of
any kind of political content, which is the volume’s stanemogt as well, for it is
the result of the seldon from other terms, such @sreign language or second
language. These two might create indignation of the political power, whereas
Romanian as aon-native language in Romania does not, reflecting only a socio
linguistic reality. The sockpolitical implications of this kind of view on
educational policy and multicultural dialogue are still implicitly présen

The main topic of the volume, the policy of producing bilingualismone of
present international interest as the year 2008 has been the European year of
intercultural dialogue. It deals with the present state of queyohoeducational
reality. There are solutions proposed to the deficits presented, solutionsnthat
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my opinion—are far from being recognized or accepted by common consent and
also far from implementation. This could be considered a weakness of the volume,
although it has not proposed for a moment to implement those solutions. It also
does not impose attitudes to adopt, but urges us to think about them, tmrook
possible interaction, and once the problem acknowledged, the way to
accomplishment opens up.

Last but not least, | would recommend the volume for those interested in
bi(multilingualism) and its implications. One could find it challengindeite facts
that might have been known but not acknowledged and it could help all of us, in
particular language teachers and people living in mixed communities, to eonsid
linguistic, cultural or ethnic differences on other grounds.

Pap, Levente and Tapodi Zsuzsa (eds.). Kozosség, kultiira, identitds.
[Community, Culture, Identity.] Kolozsvar: Scientia, 2008.

Arpad Kémenes

Community, Culture, Identity is a selection of essays presented at two
conferences organized by the Department of Humanities at the Csikszereda campu
of Sgpientia University. The first conference was held on the topault, culture,
and identity in collaboration with the Institute of Literary Studies efHlungarian
Academyand the Pet6fi Museum of Literature in September 2003. The second
conference, the title of which waSommunity and Outsiders, was organized in
September 2005. It can be regarded as the outcome of the cooperation between the
Department of Humanities and tAdexander Csoma de K6ros Centre for Oriental
Studies.

Having in view the partial overlapping between the topics the essays
presented in the two conferences focus on, the editors organized the sequence of
the 29 writings according to the main theme ingegéd in each paper.

The first essays provide an insight into the way foreigners and people
belonging to other cultures, religions or ranks of society were regarded dwing t
ancient times, the Middle Ages and modern history. The writings entifted-
pusher, cunning trader and, what is more, and Egyptian” by Lasz|6 Horvath and
Citizen, a Stranger and a Prostitute: the Question of “We and They” in an
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Athenian Speech by Gyorgy Német reveal that the citizens of the ancient Athens
were reluctant and evemrbidden to mingle with foreigners. The tendency of
keeping distance from the “others” can also be traced in the Roman Empire.
Tertullian’s Adversus Iudaeos (presented by Levente Pap) is a telling example of
this issue. However, written documents also pl®vevidence of attempts at
opening towards other cultures. In the essay entfidesibilities of Social Mobility
in the Rome of the 3" Century A. D. Péter Forisek presents the biographical data of
a wealthy Roman nobleman of African origin, who led the typical life of knights,
while in The Limes of the Danube and the Carpathian Basin Tamas Gesztelyi
relates about the strategic alliances the Roman Empire concluded with its
neighboring peoples living along the Danubian limes of the empire. The necessity
of the acceptance of otherness was understood by several outstanding figuees of t
Middle Ages and modern history, as well. The idea appears iddthenitions of
the Hungarian King Saint Stephen, which is interpreted in this volume bydL&szI
Havas. In the essay entitl§gucretism and Language Policy in the Mogul Empire,
Imre Bangha emphasizes the beneficial influence of cultural tolerance praomgoted
the Mogul emperors to the development of mixed language poetry in North India.
Cult is also approached from a varied perspective in the volume. Lajos
Balazs’s writing presents the cult of children as it appears incfdtiare. Gabor
Gyani investigates political cult and the cult of the leader from a social pbi
view. He targets problems such as the propesiopsychological background
(which is indispensable for the development of political cults), or therfathat
contribute to keeping alive the myth of the leader.
Several essays describe different aspects and manifestations of literary cults.
OrsolyaRakai provides a theoretical approach towards the tBpising mostly on
Paul Ricoeur'sDu texte a [’action. Essais de I’hernéneutique II. (Paris Seuil,
1986.), the author puts forward her point of view on questions such as the meaning
of “otherness” andsameness” in a collective identity generated by a cult, the way
these concepts are connected, and how fiction blends with reality in cults. The cul
of canonized figures of Hungarian literature is focused on by Béla Pamogdt
Zsuzsa Tapodi. Pomogatsites about the cult formed around Sandor Reményik,
while Zsuzsa Tapodi investigates the influence of Endre Ady’s cult on the
Hungarian literature from Transylvania at the beginning of th& @shtury.
Gyorgy Tverdota approaches Ady'’s literary heritagenfa different point of view.
He provides interesting data on the way the cult formed around the leaders of the
17034711 Hungarian war for independence and the poems that were assumed to
have been created in that period influenced Ady’'s poetry. The rapthats out
that these poems, which served as sources of inspiration for Endre Aeyinwer
fact fakes written by Kalman Thaly in the™entury in order to strengthen the
cult of the independence war.
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The last essays in the volume are dedicated tdgimzbconcerning identity.
Gender, identity and (film)narrative by Judit Pieldnerfocuses on the way
subversion of social and cultural identity based on binary oppositions betreeen
two sexes appears in Virginia Woolf@riando and in its 1992 filrmadaptéion
written and directed by Sally Potter. Eva Banyai explores differenthiisss of
interpretation offered by the relationship between characters, theiesnamd
identity in Adam Bodor’s novels.

The short outlines of the essays presented above highlight on an
interdisciplinary approach towards cult, identity, and culture, as at @swhich
the present volume can be useful not only for readers interested in litekature
also for historians, anthropologists, sociologispsactically for everyonavho is
interested in the various aspects of the topics investigated in the volume.



